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were necessary to limit the choice to those that would best
transmit to future times an impression of some of his finest
characteristics 1 To this succeeds the little cluster of frag-
ments called Suspiria de Profundis. As De Quincey did
not live to carry out fully his project of a pretty numerous
series of papers under this collective name, and indeed dis-
posed of some papers he had actually written for the series
by publishing them separately and independently, the half-
dozen pieces so reproduced in this volume are all that he left
in print under that express designation. Remarkable pieces
they are, three of them especially ; but the crowning distinc-
tion of the whole cluster is derived from one in particular.
Absolutely, and by universal admission, the little piece called
" Levana and Our Ladies of Sorrow," which we have put last
among the Suspvria, is the finest thing that ever came from
De Quincey's pen.

So large a portion of the contents of the volume being
thus representative of De Quincey in some of the most inti-
mate and peculiar qualities of his genius, one may dwell
a little here on two of those qualities in particular.

Wlnle nearly all the chief writers in the long chrono-
logical list which summarises the literary history of the
British Islands have been Humourists to some extent, only
some have been wholly Humourists, or Humourists by such
an overbalance in the general sum of their writings that one
feels them to be sufficiently described all in all by that one
name. Others have been Humourists only in the sense that
portions of their writings have been of the humorous order,
or that there has been an interfusion of the humorous here
and there in their writings throughout. So far, therefore,
as it may be desired to include De Quincey among the
English Humourists, it must be in this modified, or non-
exclusive, sense,

In that sense, most certainly, he is to be included among
our English Humourists. Of the incidentally humorous
in his miscellaneous writings there have been examples
in abundance through the preceding volumes. It is in the
present volume, however, that the peculiar humour of De
Quincey may be studied in some of its best specimens. Take